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himself of the nightmare that the French might make a
coalition with Russia against him. To dimmish the likeli-
hood of this, he believed it would be highly desirable to
restore the old harmony between the three Eastern Em-
perors, which had existed before the Congress of Berlin.
Austria also would derive advantage from such a renewal
of good relations with both her neighbors, because it would
tend to safeguard the new position which she had acquired
in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and would make more certain
that any future changes in the status quo in the Balkans—
which was still very unstable—would not be made single-
handed by Russia to the sole benefit of the Slavs and to the
detriment of Austria; such changes would only be made on
the basis of a mutual understanding between the three
Eastern Empires.
In view of the advantages to each of the three Powers,
it was not difficult to reach the very secret agreement which
was signed by Bismarck, Saburov, and Szechenyi on June
18, 1881. It was regarded as so secret that Bismarck did
not entrust the drawing up of documents in regard to it to
the chancery secretaries, but wrote them out with his own
hand; and the diplomatic correspondence dealing with it
was marked with special numbers and reserved for the eye
of as few initiates as possible. The secret was so well pre-
served that the world knew nothing of it until part of
it was published by Professor Goriainov in 1918.28 It pro-
vided among other things (Art, I) that "in case one of the
High Contracting Parties should find itself at war with
a fourth Great Power, the other two will preserve a benev-
olent neutrality toward it and will devote their efforts to
the localizing of the conflict" In other words, if Germany
should be at war with France, or Austria at war with Italy,
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